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Rachel Shepherd: Mother of None – Season 1 

Zaid Character Arc 

Core Profile 

• Role: Primary On-the-Ground Antagonist. Zaid is a cold, calculating mercenary 
leader, tasked with retrieving the Nazi, Japanese WWII-era bioweapon at any cost. 

• Age & Description: Mid-to-late 40s, lean and physically imposing, with sharp, 
angular features and an unsettling calm that makes his threats even more 
dangerous. 

• Series Logline: A predator in human form, Zaid blends ruthless efficiency with an 
almost philosophical detachment. Loyal only to the mission and those who pay him, 
he will hunt, torture, and kill without hesitation. Yet, beneath his precision lies an 
emerging curiosity about Rachel that complicates his otherwise clinical approach. 

Season 1 Arc 

Starting Point: 

• Introduced as the field commander working for Hector the Vector, Zaid’s mandate is 
clear: locate, secure, and deliver the bioweapon before anyone else can. 

• Worldview: Power belongs to those willing to do what others won’t. 

• Treats violence as both a tool and an art form. 

Key Turning Points: 

1. Assigned to the Hunt: Receives orders to find the bioweapon. Then chases Rachel 
after she takes possession of the bioweapon and related documents. 

2. First Contact: Observes Rachel from a distance, analyzing her methods, beginning 
to see her as a worthy adversary. 

3. The Chase Begins: Leads Juju and six white-camouflaged riders in a relentless 
pursuit through the Arctic, undeterred by brutal weather. 

4. Blizzard Standoff: Forced by the storm to pause the chase, escalating the 
psychological pressure him and his team. 

5. Philosopher of Force: During down moments, reveals a detached, almost 
academic curiosity about morality and survival, setting him apart from mere hired 
killers. 
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6. The Cave Aftermath: Discovers evidence of the bioweapon’s existence and 
increases operational tempo, aware other factions may already be moving against 
him. 

7. The Torturer: Captures Rachel and uses a cattle prod to force her to reveal where 
she hid the bioweapon and documents, displaying his willingness to apply 
calculated pain to achieve results. 

8. Ambushed by Ghosts: Caught off guard by Kate and Jacques’ rescue of Rachel, 
suffering losses and forced to retreat. 

9. Strategic Withdrawal: Escapes into the mine, finds Juju, badly injured but alive, re-
evaluating the mission in light of Vastan Energy’s growing presence. 

10. Shifting Priorities: Realizes the bioweapon’s value may exceed the original 
contract, considering how he might use it to his own advantage. 

11. Consolidating Power: Coordinates with Hector the Vector to “clean” operational 
sites and prepare for extraction by icebreaker. 

12. Endgame Setup: Ends the season alive, mobile, and in possession of key 
intelligence, a long-game predator poised for the next move. 

Ending Point: 

• By the finale, Zaid remains at large, having lost the immediate battle but gained 
insight into the players and stakes. 

• His failure to secure the bioweapon is offset by his survival and the knowledge that 
Rachel could be leveraged in the future to get to the bioweapon. 

Motivations & Inner Conflict 

• Primary Goal: Capture the bioweapon and deliver it to Hector the Vector, and re-
negotiate his role for greater profit and control. 

• True Need: Confront his growing fascination with Rachel, which threatens to cloud 
his judgment. 

• Flaws: Arrogance, overconfidence in his ability to read and manipulate opponents. 

• Strengths: Tactical discipline, expert tracker, calm under fire, multilingual, adaptive 
strategist. 

• Secrets: May have his own buyers for the bioweapon lined up; possibly working a 
hidden agenda not even Hector the Vector fully understands. 
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Season Arc Summary 
Zaid’s Season 1 arc follows the relentless hunter who slowly begins to see Rachel as more 
than just prey. His precision and cold resolve make him a lethal adversary, but his 
adaptability ensures he survives setbacks others wouldn’t. By season’s end, he’s still in the 
game, wounded but dangerous, the kind of enemy who learns from every failure and comes 
back smarter, deadlier, and more personal. 
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