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Rachel Shepherd: Mother of None – Season 1 

Jacques Character Arc 

Core Profile 

• Role: Co-protagonist / French operative, archaeologist, and counter-industrial 
espionage expert. 

• Age & Description: Early 30s and up, tall, lean, with a weathered charm and a 
roguish smile. Dresses like a man who can move between embassy dinners and 
remote dig sites without changing much more than his coat. 

• Series Logline: A worldly spy with a historian’s mind and a soldier’s instincts, 
Jacques Couteau is drawn into the Arctic bioweapon hunt under orders from the 
French government, but his growing connection to Rachel forces him to choose 
between loyalty to his mission and protecting the woman who might be the only one 
he can trust, and the love of his life. 

Season 1 Arc 

Starting Point: 

• Begins the series already embedded in covert operations tied to WWII relics and 
their modern implications. 

• Initially sees the bioweapon hunt as another assignment, dangerous, but 
manageable, with personal detachment. 

• Worldview: Governments are transactional; alliances shift; survival means keeping 
one foot outside any one loyalty. 

Key Turning Points: 

1. Syria Op (Prologue Threads): Shown under fire in an operation that hints at his 
deep-cover expertise and morally grey assignments. 

2. Briefing from Igor Stogoff: Learns of Nazi-Japanese chemical weapons possibly 
buried in the Arctic; accepts mission under French orders, with the usual 
understanding that deniability is part of the deal. 

3. Baffin Island Arrival: Slips into the region under a cover story, gathering intel and 
making initial moves toward the radar installation and suspected cache site. 

4. First Collision with Rachel: Their meeting is not fully cooperative. He sizes her up 
as both an asset and an unknown risk. 
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5. Mutual Survival Pact: Circumstances force them to work together, combining his 
espionage tactics with her survival expertise. 

6. Personal Intrigue: Begins to admire Rachel’s resourcefulness and conviction, even 
as he keeps his own mission objectives close to the vest. 

7. The Cave Revelation: Understands the magnitude of the bioweapon threat and 
realizes Rachel is already entangled beyond extraction. 

8. Combat in Close Quarters: Proves his skill in firefights, notably during the ambush 
against Zaid’s men, demonstrating he’s more than an academic with a gun. 

9. Kate’s Return: Momentarily sidelined by Kate’s surprise reappearance and 
manipulative charm; forced to keep her survival a secret from Rachel. 

10. Valentine’s Night: Drops some of his emotional armor, sharing intimacy and 
personal conversation with Rachel, a rare break from his constant calculation. 

11. Strategic Departure: Leaves suddenly to report to the French government, lying 
that no bioweapon was found, protecting Rachel from further immediate scrutiny. 

12. Lingering Questions: By the finale, his absence and silence leave Rachel uncertain 
whether he will return, but the audience knows he remains invested in both her 
safety and the destruction of the weapon. 

Ending Point: 

• Ends Season 1 in a morally complex position: still under orders, but now personally 
bound to Rachel’s survival and the fate of the bioweapon. 

• His silence and absence set up tension for Season 2, where his loyalties will be 
tested under harsher conditions. 

Motivations & Inner Conflict 

• Primary Goal: Locate and neutralize the bioweapon while keeping French 
intelligence interests ahead of rival powers. 

• True Need: Accept that trust and personal loyalty may matter more than any 
nation’s agenda. 

• Flaws: Keeps too many secrets, avoids emotional vulnerability, prone to making 
unilateral decisions. 

• Strengths: Skilled operative, multilingual, culturally adaptable, highly capable in 
both diplomacy and combat. 
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• Secrets: Knows more about Vastan Energy’s potential role in weaponizing the AI 
systems than he’s told Rachel; aware of additional caches beyond the Arctic site. 

Season Arc Summary 
Jacques’ Season 1 journey takes him from detached operative to emotionally invested 
partner in Rachel’s mission. While his training tells him to compartmentalize, his 
connection with Rachel forces him to reevaluate what he’s willing to sacrifice and for 
whom. By the finale, his departure leaves a void, but also the promise of a reckoning in the 
next season, when missions, loyalties, and personal bonds will collide. 
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